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Many of us have seen bowlers grow up on the lanes.   Some were just watching 
mom and dad bowl while others became part of the game.  If you were  a Van 
Meter girl I would imagine the pressure to would be tougher.  Marsha and 
Shauna had to learn an approach and have some kind of form to their game 
before they could join a league.  So about the time the girls were in 4th and 5th 
grade they joined a league, although they actually began rolling the ball as 
young tots.  They reflected on their early memories of running around the 
center where Dad, Mark Van Meter worked in the pro shop.  While their dad 
drilled balls the girls grew to love the game.   
 
Growing up together both Marsha and Shauna competed together and became 
stronger in the sport.  Being so close in age they each had each other to compete 
against and to lean on.  They were without a doubt each others biggest rival 
and best friend.  As young girls they competed in many youth tournaments but 
the one both shared as memorable, was one hosted by their parents, it was an 
All Scholarship Tournament, the second was a Youth Adult Tournament at 
Fiesta Lanes.  As they recalled it was all weekend event that the could bowl 
with as many adults as possible.  They were able to bowl with both their parents 
and many other adults.   
 
For those of you that don’t know Mark Van Meter, known as Dad, has a 
company named Marshauna.  That tells me he is one proud papa.  As he should 
be, Dad was a strong influence to both girls.  As they both became stronger in 
the sport they each had influences but none like their parents.  When the girls 
talk about their dad they talk about their coach, their mentor, their cheerleader, 
their caddy and their support system.   
 



Marshauna isn’t just Dads company name it is a bond between two sisters.  I 
know I joke that these two are interchangeable they sound alike, laugh alike 
and say things that are similar but they are both their own woman.   
 
The girls both attended El Dorado HS.  Back then there was not high school 
bowling just a club and that wasn’t a club you really sought to be in.   Both 
also attended UNM and were part of the bowling team. 
 
Marsha had strong influences like her parents, but ladies that she admired 
growing up were Dana Mackie-Miller, Diana Silva and Rose Hare.  She 
admired their styles and focus in bowling.  
 
Marsha went on to win a spot at Coca Cola in 1995 in the girls scratch division.  
Back then The Coca Cola tournament was the top male and female in their 
state that went against the rest of the country.  Marsha didn’t win but was very 
proud to represent New Mexico.   
 
When Marsha attended UNM she also became a Bronze Coach so she could 
assist her fellow bowlers on the team.   She majored in Economics and went 
on to get her Masters in Business.   
 
Their was a time when Marsha left the sport of bowling for about 8 years.  She 
moved away but also smoking in the centers didn’t help her health or the rest 
of us.  
 
Marsha’s highest series was in 1998 when she bowled a 803 at Silva Lanes.  
Her highest game and most memorable game was during Women’s Nationals 
during live stream, 289. Marsha’s highest league average was a 208 and 
composite adult average of 197.3.  
 



Marsha continues to love the sport of bowling and enjoys the competition and 
friendly rivalry.  She has enjoyed the younger women like Adriene Miller, now 
Hare, who keep the sport alive.  She truly loves the friends and family she has 
in the sport of bowling.  Through her years in the Sport she believes it has  
brought out a better Marsha.  She hopes to continue in the sport as long as she 
continues to enjoy it. 
 
Marsha and Shauna have shared many tournaments and leagues together 
bringing out the best of each of them.  Winning a collegiate title together at the 
Texas Intercollegiate Championship.  Together they won the Diamond 
Division in team at the 2012 Women’s Championship.  Both sisters agree that 
its great to share these wins because they its with each other.   
 
Shauna is also a UNM alumni graduated with her degree in English and at one 
time aspired to be a journalist.   Shauna believes that in college is when it came 
together for her in the sport of bowling.  She did well as a youth bowler but it 
became more of a passion in those college years.   
 
Shauna went on to win many top ten finishes at women’s nationals including 
two 2nd place in All Events, and 3rd in singles.  She has participated in 6 Queen 
Events.  
 
Shauna has 6-300’s, 6-11 in a row, 299, 298 and 4 290’s. Her Highest series 
being an 802, with a multiple of 700’s. 
 
Shauna said her biggest fear is losing the sport to extinction as a competitive 
sport.  She plans on playing as long as she can, as long as she enjoys the 
competition. 
 
When I interviewed Marsha and Shauna they were not together but so much of 
theirs careers in bowling intertwined from the beginning.   



They shared juniors together, college and many of their big wins, they both did 
regional PWBA’s together.  They both valued their parents and their spouses 
(both non bowlers), their friends and their competition.  It was almost like 
interviewing one person;  if I didn’t know better I would have thought they 
were twins.  The one thing both these women have always displayed in their 
game is the desire to win and sportsmanship.  Although they both have a desire 
to win and bet their opponent they always want the best for each other. I am 
truly privileged to have watched Marsha and Shauna bowl. They each have a 
uniqueness to them in their style. They are truly a joy to watch and bowl with 
and against. 
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